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Federal Liaison Center
o Congressional Advocacy 

• Tax exempt municipal bonds
• Deductibility of state & local taxes
• Pensions & benefits

o Executive Advocacy 
• Grant administration including ARPA, IIJA
• Securities Administration including MSRB, 

SEC
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Roadmap

oBrief Overview – What’s 
Happening on Capitol Hill 

oBipartisan Infrastructure Law 
(aka Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act)
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Capitol Hill Update



Where are we?
o In Congress: 
 Election year – possibility of change in balance of power
 Around September legislative work expected
 January – Freshman meetings, Muni Caucus expansion

o In the Administration: 
 2022 – 2023 Grants and Compliance in Both ARPA, 

Infrastructure
 2022 and Beyond: Regulation in Market issues including 

Municipal Market Disclosures and ESG/COVID
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Will We Build Back Better?
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November 19th, 2021: Passed the 
House along party lines. Negotiated 
down from $3.5 trillion to $1.75 
trillion 

December 2021 through February 
2022: Negotiations began in the 
Senate then Sen. Manchin 
announced the bill was “dead” 

May 2022 onward: negotiations 
began between Sen. Schumer and 
Sen. Manchin in hopes of passing a 
much more targeted bill 

Path to Where We Are Now 



Overview of the Budget Process
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Refresher - Bank Qualified Debt (aka Small Borrower Exception)

 Small Issuer Exception allows 
smaller jurisdictions working with 
community banks to issue TE BQ 
debt

 Right now the cap is $10m per 
issuer, we are asking to raise the cap 
to $30m, pegged to inflation and 
based at the level of the borrower
• Cost- NOMINAL!

 HR 2634 LIFT Act
• W&M member
• Need cosponsors
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Refresher – Advance Refunding

Savings of 3-8% of par foregone
HR 2634 LIFT Act (AR, BQ, AIB)
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Relevant ARPA Legislation on the Move
o S. 4181: LIHTC Financing 

Enabling Long-term 
Investment in 
Neighborhood Excellence 
(LIFELINE) Act

o S. 3011: State, Local, 
Tribal, and Territorial Fiscal 
Recovery, Infrastructure 
and Disaster Relief 
Flexibility Act 
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IIJA/BIL Refresher and Update



Funding Overview
o Total Funding: $1.2 

trillion for 
transportation and 
infrastructure 
spending
 $550 billion goes 

towards “new” 
investments and 
programs
 Department of 

Transportation will 
receive $567.5 billion 
(reauthorization of 
surface transportation 
programs)
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Legislation to Deliverables

Legislation 
Passes Congress

• Lawmakers craft 
policy with input 
from stakeholders

• “Sausage making”
• Months, years

Federal 
Departments  

• Appropriate 
departments begin 
pursuing legislative 
intent re program

• Guidelines are 
issued; info sharing 
begins
• 6-12 months

Recipients

• Money flows to 
sub-recipients 
through various 
state, local and 
other entities
• 12-18 months
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We are kind 
of here



Key Themes: Equity & Sustainability
o High-speed internet access for all
o Investment in addressing legacy pollution
o Transportation funding focused on climate change 

mitigation, resilience, equity, and safety for all users
o Investment in public transportation to increase access and 

reduce GHG emissions
o Climate resiliency
o Access and resources for rural and disadvantaged 

communities
o Focus on these themes to increase funding eligibility
o Grant programs and audits will include sustainability 

metrics 
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Justice40
o Goal:
 40% “of the overall benefits of certain Federal investments flow to 

disadvantaged communities that are marginalized, underserved, and 
overburdened by pollution”

o Investments within the Justice40 Initiative:
 Climate change
 Clean energy and energy efficiency
 Clean transit
 Affordable and sustainable housing
 …and more…

o Interim Implementation Guidance for Federal agencies
o The Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST):
 Mapping tool for identifying disadvantaged communities that are 

marginalized, underserved, and overburdened by pollution
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/01/27/fact-sheet-president-biden-takes-executive-actions-to-tackle-the-climate-crisis-at-home-and-abroad-create-jobs-and-restore-scientific-integrity-across-federal-government/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/M-21-28.pdf
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/


Build America, Buy America (BABA) Act
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o History of domestic preference
o “…iron, steel, manufactured 

products, and construction 
materials used…”

o Initial implementation guidance
released in April

o Agencies may grant waivers:
 Preference would be inconsistent 

with public interest
 Types of materials not produced 

in sufficient, reasonably available 
quantities
 Inclusion of such materials will 

increase project costs more than 
25%

o IIJA also codified Made in 
America Office (MIAO)

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/M-22-11.pdf
https://www.madeinamerica.gov/


Where the Funding Comes From 
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Federal Highway 
Trust Fund

Guaranteed 
AppropriationsGeneral Fund 



Funding Mechanisms
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o Grants
 Formula Grants

• Noncompetitive: 
Designated recipients 
will receive funding

• Still require application 
and meeting of 
requirements

 Competitive Grants
• Require eligibility and 

applications
• Also called discretionary 

grants



Utility of the BIL Guidebook

20

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/BUILDING-A-BETTER-AMERICA_FINAL.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/BIL-Rural-Playbook-.pdf


Implementation

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bipartisan-
infrastructure-law/technical_support.cfm

https://www.epa.gov/infrastructure
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-law/technical_support.cfm
https://www.epa.gov/infrastructure
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-law/technical_support.cfm
https://www.epa.gov/infrastructure


Current NOFOs
 Bridge Investment Program
 Reconnecting Communities Pilot Program
 Broadband, Equity Access, and Deployment Program
 Digital Equity Act
 Middle Mile Grants Program
 Safe Streets and Roads For All
 Railroad Crossing Elimination Program
 State and Local Cybersecurity Grant Program
 Coastal Habitat Restoration and Resilience Grants for Underserved 

Communities
 Transformational Habitat Restoration and Coastal Resilience Grants 
 Marine Debris Removal Grants
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/bip/index.cfm
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/reconnecting-communities
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/resources/grant-programs/broadband-equity-access-and-deployment-bead-program
https://www.internetforall.gov/program/digital-equity-act-programs
https://www.internetforall.gov/program/enabling-middle-mile-broadband-infrastructure-program
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/SS4A/webinars
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/07/06/2022-14344/notice-of-funding-opportunity-for-the-railroad-crossing-elimination-program
https://www.cisa.gov/
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/coastal-habitat-restoration-and-resilience-grants-underserved-communities
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/transformational-habitat-restoration-and-coastal-resilience-grants
https://marinedebris.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/NOAA-NOS-ORR-2022-2007199%20NOFO%20Report.pdf


Bridge Investment Program (BIP)
o Approximately $2.4B is now available 

for FY 2022.
o Competitive and discretionary grant 

program focusing on existing bridges
 Reduce the overall number of bridges in 

poor condition, or 
 Bridges in fair condition at risk of falling 

into poor condition
o Entities eligible to apply:
 Metropolitan Planning Organizations
 Local Governments
 Federal Land Agencies
 Tribes

o Application due dates:
 Planning Grant Applications were due 

by 11:59 PM EDT July 25, 2022
 Land Bridge Project Grant Applications 

are due by 11:59 PM EDT August 9, 
2022

 Bridge Project Grant Applications are 
due by 11:59 PM EDT September 8, 
2022
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Reconnecting Communities Pilot Program
o Approximately $195M currently available, $50M toward planning grants and $145M to 

capital construction grant funds
o Pilot program restore community connectivity 
o Removing, retrofitting, or mitigating highways or other transportation facilities that create 

barriers to community connectivity, including to mobility, access, or economic deployment.
o Entities eligible to apply:

 States
 Local governments
 Metropolitan Planning Organizations
 Tribes
 Nonprofit organizations
 Others

Applications are due at 11:59 PM EDT on October 13, 2022.
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Broadband, Equity, Access, and Development 
(BEAD) Program
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o Approximately $42.45B available 
o Program goal is to get all Americans online by funding partnerships between 

states or territories, communities, and stakeholders, to build infrastructure 
where we need it to and increase adoption of high-speed internet

o Entities eligible to apply for this program 
include:
 All 50 states
 The District of Columbia and Puerto Rico
 Other Territories: U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam, 

American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands.

Applications were due at 
11:59 PM EDT on July 18, 2022



Digital Equity Act

o $2.75B available
o Three programs to promote 

digital inclusion and advance 
equity for all

o Applications were due at 
11:59 PM EDT on July 12
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 State Planning:
• $60M formula funding to develop 

digital equity plans
 State Capacity:

• $1.44B formula funding program 
to implement plans & promote 
digital inclusion

 Competitive:
• $1.25B to implement digital equity 

and inclusion activities
• Eligible applicants include (but not 

limited to) state governments and 
any political subdivisions of a 
state, local education agencies



Middle Mile Grants Program
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o $1B available
o Expand middle mile 

infrastructure, reduce costs 
for unserved/underserved

o Entities eligible include but 
not limited to:
 Government entities 

(states, counties, cities, 
townships, tribal 
governments)
 Utilities
 Companies

Applications are due at 11:59 
PM EDT on September 30, 

2022



Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A)
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$5B in competitive 
grants to support 
local initiatives to 
prevent death and 
serious injury on 
roads and streets, 
commonly referred 
to as ‘‘Vision Zero’’ 
or ‘‘Toward Zero 
Deaths’’ initiatives.

Funding

An eligible project 
includes projects to:
• develop a 

comprehensive safety 
action plan

• conduct planning, 
design, and 
development activities 
for projects and 
strategies identified in 
a comprehensive 
safety action plan

• carry out projects and 
strategies identified in 
a comprehensive 
safety action plan

Eligible Projects

Applications are due at 11:59 PM EST on September 15, 2022

Eligible recipients 
include metropolitan 
planning 
organizations, 
political subdivisions 
of a state, federally 
recognized tribal 
governments, or a 
multijurisdictional 
group of entities 
described here.

Eligible Recipients



Railroad Crossing Elimination Program
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o $3B available, additional $2.5B authorized
o Mitigation/elimination of hazards at railway-highway 

crossings
o Broad group of eligible recipients, including local 

government
o Wide-ranging list of eligible uses (i.e. addressing grade 

separation or closure, track relocation)

NOFO published July 6, closes 5PM ET, October 4, 2022 



Cybersecurity
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State and Local Cybersecurity Grant 
Program
o Funding Amount: $1B
o For state, local and tribal 

governments to address cybersecurity 
risks, threats to info systems

o Eligible uses include cybersecurity 
plan development, implementation, 
addressing imminent threats

Applications likely to open 
during the third quarter of 2022



Further Resources
o GFOA Website 
 IIJA Implementation Resources
 IIJA Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) Tracker

o Build.gov
 BIL Guidebook
 BIL Rural Playbook
 BIL Tribal Playbook
 Fact Sheet: Competitive Infrastructure Funding Opportunities 

for Local Governments
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https://www.gfoa.org/the-infrastructure-investment-and-jobs-act-iija-was
https://www.gfoa.org/iija-notice-of-funding-opportunity-nofo-tracker
https://www.whitehouse.gov/build/?utm_source=build.gov
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/BUILDING-A-BETTER-AMERICA-V2.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/BIL-Rural-Playbook-.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Bipartisan-Infrastructure-Law-Tribal-Playbook-053122-.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/BIL-Factsheet-Local-Competitive-Funding.pdf


Member Resource

32

https://www.gfoa.org/the-infrastructure-investment-and-jobs-act-iija-was


We Are YOUR Advocate In DC
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Questions?

Galen McDonald
gmcdonald@gfoa.org
Policy Associate

Michael Belarmino 
mbelarmino@gfoa.org
Senior Policy Advisor

mailto:gmcdonald@gfoa.org
mailto:mbelarmino@gfoa.org
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